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AGENDA pAY 1 | September 9

TIME SESSION LOCATION
All Day WRI India Data Lab
The Data Lab is an immersive exhibition which will offer SILVER OAK

hands-on exposure to our range of open-access data
tools.

10:00 AM-11:15 AM Aligning Demand and Supply for Inclusive
Public Spaces

This session aims to mainstream public spaces in

policy and academic discourse, promoting them as

essential infrastructure for inclusive cities. Underpinned

by a people-centric and sustainable approach, it

reframes public spaces not as sites of beautification,

but as spaces that foster recreation, livelihoods, GULMOHAR
ecological restoration and climate resilience.

SPEAKERS

o Nidhi Batra - Founder, Sehreetri Developmental
Practices Foundation

e Kanak Tiwari - Independent Consultant

e Mansi Sahu - Director and Co-Founder,
StudioPOD
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e Anuj Malhotra — Master Planner, NMDPL, Adani

e Sarah McMillan - Team Leader, Fondation Botnar
Programme, Ecorys UK
Shishir Dash — Team Lead, Urban Habitat, TATA
Steel Foundation

10:00 AM-12:00 PM Framing a Rural Energy Systems
Transformation

This roundtable convenes experts to examine systems-
and place-based pathways for integrating energy within
broader rural development, moving beyond standalone
technology deployment. It invites reflections on how
energy systems interact with agri-food systems, the
built environment, essential services, rural mobility and
local governance.

SPEAKERS

o Dr Debajit Palit — Centre Head, Centre for
Climate Change and Energy Transition, Chintan
Research Foundation

o Nimisha Biswas - Engagement Lead, CEEW
Sreejith Narayanan — Program Manager, TAMARIND
Technology and Innovations, CLEAN

e Rana Pujari- Lead, Renewable Energy, NRDC
India

e DrSarada Prasanna Das - Fellow, Energy
Transitions, Sustainable Futures Collaborative
(SFC)

e Neeraja Kudrimoti - Practice Director, Climate
Action, TRI

e  Kanchi Kohli - Researcher and Educator

e Romeo Koch - Program Director, Operations,
SeSTA

e  Wase Khalid — Manager, Clean Energy Access,
CLASP

e  Capt. Ashish Jacob - Vice President,
Development Alternatives

e Bharath Jairaj - Executive Director, Energy, WRI
India
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e Lanvin Concessao - Program Lead, Energy for
Equitable Development, WRI India

e Ruchika Singh - Executive Program Director,
Food, Land and Water, WRI India

e Arundhita Bhanjdeo - Research Lead, Energy for
Equitable Development, WRI India

e Dhilon Subramanian - Senior Program Manager,
Energy, WRI India

10:00 AM-1:00 PM

Behaviour by Design: Unlocking Sustainable
Urban Mobility

This session brings together two roundtables on how
cities can shape travel behaviour and manage
movement more effectively.

Part 1 examines how behavioural science, technology
and targeted interventions can encourage public
transport use and enable mode shift, drawing on
learnings from STAMP: Nudging Commuter Behaviour.

Part 2 explores approaches to managing crowding in
high-footfall environments, drawing on the Varanasi
experience to improve safety, accessibility and the
experience of residents and visitors.

SPEAKERS

e Prasanna Ganesh - Executive Program Director,
Toyota Mobility Foundation

o Diksha Choudhary - Program Manager, Toyota
Mobility Foundation

e Sapna Bhawnani- VP, Alstom

e Dr OP Agarwal, Professor of Practice, Indian
School of Public Policy

e Sathyanarayanan Shankaran — CEO, Rainmatter
Foundation

e Anjali Mahendra - Director of Global Research,
WRI Ross Center for Sustainable Cities

e Dipyaman Sen - Global Head, Biocon

e Naved Alam Khan - CEOQ, Society For Cyberabad
Security Council (SCSC)

JACARANDA
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Manas Das - President, Outer Ring Road
Companies Association (ORRCA)

Anita Kane - Senior Advisor, Pune Knowledge
Cluster

Dr Agnivesh Pani - Asst. Professor, IIT (BHU)

Dr Pavan Mamidi - Director, Center for Social and
Behaviour Change (CSBC)

Nidhi Madan - Director, Cities and Urban
Landscape, Raahgiri Foundation

Risha Chitlangia - Independent Journalist

Jerin Venad, CEOQ, Cityflo

Pawan Mulukutla - Executive Program Director,
Integrated Transport, Clean Air and Hydrogen, WRI
India

Rohan Rao - Program Lead, Integrated Transport,
WRI India

Srinivas Alavilli - Fellow, Integrated Transport
and Road Safety, WRI India

Dr Rahul Tiwari — Assistant Professor, MANIT,
Bhopal

Shaily Agarwal — Consultant, Urban Development
and Real Estate, FICCI

Professor Nand Kumar - Team Leader, AMRUT
Centre, MNIT, Jaipur

Utsav Choudhary - Consultant, NIUA

Dr Anshu Bamney - Associate Professor, IIT
Mandi

Arijit Biswas — Founder, Vogic Al

Siddhi Soni — Urban Designer, The Urbanizer
Vanshika Shah — Director, The Urbanizer
Akshat Srivastava — Program Manager, CityData
Shail Bajaria — Urban Design Lead, Prameya
Consulting

Avinash Dubedi - Program Head, Transport
Development, WRI India

Shakambhari Nandan - Public Information
Officer, Varanasi Smart City

Vishal Ramprasad - Senior Program Manager,
WRI India

Prasoon Sahoo - Junior Enforcement Officer,
Cuttack Municipal Corporation
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e Yogendra Patel - Additional Commissioner, Ujjain
Municipal Corporation

e Vidushi Sharma - Program Associate, Data
Driven and Human Centric Urban Design, Nippon
Koei India

e Dr Monika Singh - Assistant Professor, School of
Planning and Architecture, Bhopal

11:30 AM-1:00 PM

Governance Beyond Compliance:
Unlocking Power, Partnerships & Practical

Impact

How can NGOs make better decisions, at the right time,
with the right people involved — while building
compliance, governance and accountability through the
project life cycle.

SPEAKERS

e Dr Sanjay Patra - Managing Director, CPA
Services Pvt. Ltd

e Mohit Gupta Jindwala - Practicing Delhi High
Court Advocate, Mohit Law Chambers

e Sonal Karia - Director, Finance and Legal, WRI
India

GULMOHAR

11:30 AM-1:00 PM

Measuring, Governing and Financing India’s
Transitional Urbanisation

With India’s next wave of urbanisation unfolding beyond
recognised city boundaries, the session asks: who
should plan, govern, and finance these emerging urban
areas, and what pathways can enable this effectively?

SPEAKERS

e Debolina Kundu - Director, NIUA

e Amlanjyoti Goswami - Chief, Legal and
Regulation, IIHS

e Saswat Bandyopadhyay - Professor, CEPT
University

e  Sheuli Mitra - Professor, Planning, SPA Bhopal

e Pushpa Pathak - Senior Fellow, CPR

JUNIPER
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e Anjali Mahendra - Director, Global Research,
WRI Ross Center for Sustainable Cities

¢ Bhawna Bali — Associate Professor, Dr. B. R.
Ambedkar University Delhi

e Shivani Singh - Editor, Urban Affairs, Hindustan
Times

1:00 PM-2:00 PM

LUNCH

2:00PM-3:15PM

Financing the Green Transition: Investing in
People and Skills

India's green transition will also be a workforce
transition, requiring investment in skills, capabilities and
employment pathways. This session explores how
government, industry, philanthropy and development
partners can finance that workforce, with a focus on
philanthropy's catalytic role in enabling innovation,
inclusion and scale.

SPEAKERS GULMOHAR
e Dr. Maneesh Mishra - Vice President and Head
Skill Development, Naveen Jindal Foundation
e  Tushar Thakkar - Partner, The Blended Finance
Company
e Sandeep Lanjewar — Senior Director, Palladium
India
e Jasprit Kaur — Senior Program Manager, Nand &
Jeet Khemka Foundation
e Dr.Debdeep De — Head - Research, National Skill
Development Corporation
2:00 PM-3:30 PM  Powering Competition Through
Deregulation: Unlocking the Next Frontier of
Sector Reform (by invite only)
JACARANDA

Faced with financial stress and demand for cheaper
power, states are reforming electricity distribution
through high-tension deregulation, or carriage and
content separation. This allows large industrial
consumers to choose multiple suppliers while
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managing their own reliability services and market risks.
The session discusses the contours of the proposal and
its implications for the sector.

SPEAKERS

e Sarada Prasanna Das - Sustainable Futures
Collaborative

e AnnJosey - Prayas (Energy Group)

e Shantanu Dixit - Prayas (Energy Group)

e  Varun Potty - Prayas (Energy Group)

e Manasilog - Prayas (Energy Group)

o Ajit Pandit - /dam Infra

e  Chintan Shah - SustCred

e Ishan Nagpal - Sunsure Energy

e Prateek Aggarwal - CEEW

e Vivek Subramanian - Fourth Partner Energy

e Rahul Tongia— CSEP

e Renuka Sane — Trust Bridge

e Puneet Khandelwal — WR/ India

e  Geetika Gupta— WRI India

e  Prashanth Varanasi — WRI India

o Deepak Krishnan — WR/ India

2:00 PM-3:30 PM

FIN-DRIVE: Catalysing Finance for
Sustainable Transport and Logistics (by
invite only)

The roundtable will introduce FIN-DRIVE - a platform to
bridge India's transport sector and its financiers -
through technical assistance, capacity building, project
preparation support and evidence-based research.

TAMARIND

3:30 PM-4:30 PM

Fireside Chat: Beyond the Numbers: Data-
Driven Climate Storytelling

A fireside chat with Gurman Bhatia and Raj Bhagat
Palanichamy on how climate science and data can be
transformed into clear, credible and compelling stories.
Drawing from real-world examples of visual storytelling,
the discussion explores how data-driven narratives
make complex climate information more accessible

SILVER OAK
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and impactful, bridging the gap between evidence and
action.

SPEAKERS

e Gurman Bhatia - Founder and Director, ReVisual
Labs

e Raj Bhagat Palanichamy - Senior Manager, Geo
Analytics, WRI India

3:45PM-5:30PM  Advancing Private Sector Action on
Adoption of Low Carbon Building Materials

This roundtable aims to identify practical, business-led
. . . . JACARANDA
pathways for increasing private-sector adoption of low-

carbon cement and cement-based products in India,

and to translate these into actionable priorities for the

Decarbonisation Business Charter.

2:00 PM-3:30 PM  Partnering for the Future of Small Cities

This session will explore how small cities, home to over
40% of India's urban population in 2011, serve as vital
connectors between rural production systems and
wider markets. Recognising that large-city models often
fail to address their distinct realities, it will examine
place-based, adaptive approaches and the role of
alliances in supporting sustainable and resilient
transitions.

SPEAKERS JUNIPER

e RanaHasan - Senior Advisor, NCAER

e Nidhi Batra - Founder, Sehreetri Development
Practices Foundation and Lead, Biodiversity
Conservation and Blue Economy Portfolio, AFD

e Arnavee Phukan - Assistant Director, Town and
Country Planning, Baksa

e  Zeenat Niazi — Chief Advisor, Circular Economy
and Climate Resilience Programs

e Ashwin Kulkarni - Partner Manager, Rainmatter
Foundation
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e Siddharth Lahri - Strategy Lead, Rainmatter
Foundation

e Shamindra Nath Roy - Visiting Fellow, Centre for
Policy Research and Consultant, WRI India

e  Sujatha Srikumar - Director, Powertec
Engineering Pvt Ltd

e Tarun Sharma - Co-Founder, Nagrika

e Romeo Koch - Program Director, Operations,
SeSTA

3:45PM-5:00 PM

Accelerating e-Fuels for Aviation and
Shipping (by invite only)

Aviation and shipping are expected to be among the first
sectors to adopt e-fuels, given the limited alternatives
for decarbonising long-distance transport. Widespread
deployment, however, will require overcoming
challenges around production, cost, infrastructure and
policy support. This session will bring together
stakeholders to discuss India's opportunities, key
challenges and the pathways for enabling the adoption
and scale-up of e-fuels.

SPEAKERS

e  Sarvesh Kumar - Executive Director, IOCL

e DrPiyali Das — Associate Director and Senior
Fellow, TERI

o DMRPanda - Executive Director, Hydrogen and
CEO APNHAL, NTPC

e Josefine Eva Lilly Pallesen - Counsellor,
Embassy of Denmark

e  Sundeep Kumar Gupta - VP, Green Hydrogen
and Methanol, Hero Future Energies

e Vishal Varshney - Lummus Technology

e Vivek Jha - KfW Development Bank

e Prof. Dr. Ing. Christoph Wolff - CEO, Smart
Freight Centre, Amsterdam

o Rohit Kumar - Secretary General, SAF
Association

e Sanjeevv Sharma - Vice President, GH2 Solar

TAMARIND
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Pawan Mulukutla - Executive Director, Integrated
Transport, Clean Air and Hydrogen, WRI India

Dr Sneha Malhotra — Associate Director, Energy
Tech and Innovation, WRI India

Dr Guncha Munjal - Senior Program Manager,
Hydrogen, WRI India

Anuraag Nallapaneni - Program Lead, Transport
and Hydrogen, WRI India

AGENDA pay 2 | September 10

TIME SESSION LOCATION
All Day WRI India Data Lab SILVER OAK
All Day Playing for the Planet

The WRI India Game Room is a curated gaming MAGNOLIA

experience featuring board games, card games and
gamified planning tools for communities, decision-
makers and you!
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10:00 AM-11:45 State of Heat Resilience: Data, Policy and
AM Action

State of Heat examines how cities can strengthen heat
resilience through better planning, stronger institutions
and evidence-based action.

SPEAKERS

o Depinder Kapur — Head, C-Cube, National Institute
of Urban Affairs

e Laveesh Bhandari- President and Senior Fellow,
Centre for Social and Economic Progress

e Anshula Menon - Sector Portfolio Manager,
Disaster Risk Management and Resilience JACARANDA

o Dipa Singh Bagai — Country Director, NRDC India

e  Shalini Sinha - Home-Based Work Sector
Specialist and Asia Strategic Lead, Associate
Consultant, WIEGO

e Dr Ambarish Dutta - Professor, Epidemiology,
Public Health Foundation of India (PHFI)

¢ DrUmamaheshwaran Rajesekar — Consultant,
Urban Sector Resilience, Coalition for Disaster
Resilient Infrastructure

e Harish Nalawade - Al and Robotics Technology
Park (ARTPARK), Indian Institute of Science

e Anjali Mahendra - Director of Global Research,
WRI Ross Center for Sustainable Cities

10:00 AM-11:30 Financing India’s Climate-Smart Agriculture:
AM From Public Incentives to Climate Finance
(by invite only)

Climate-smart agriculture requires significant and

sustained investment, yet public finance alone cannot

meet the scale of transition needed. This roundtable will JUNIPER
examine how policy frameworks, public incentives, risk-

sharing mechanisms and blended finance can mobilise

private investment, while stronger evidence and credible

climate-impact metrics build investor confidence.

SPEAKERS
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Dr Reena Singh - Senior Fellow, Indian Council for
Research on International Economic Relations
(ICRIER)

E. Sridhar Easwaran - Independent Consultant
Ramanshu Ganguly - Partner and Lead, Resilience
and Adaptation, Energiva Ventures

Rajat Sindhu - Programmes Officer, India and SEA
Global Climate Initiatives, Oak Foundation

Kavita Sharma - Head, Agriculture Capacity
Building and Climate Change, Friends of Women's
World Banking, India

Yogesh Dwivedi - CEO, Madhya Bharat
Consortium of FPOs

Kaustubh Sharma - Senior Manager, Varaha

Dr Sugandha Munshi - Lead Specialist and Senior
Associate Scientist, Gender Empowerment,
CGIAR-IRRI, India

Dr Raya Das - Fellow, Indian Council for Research
on International Economic Relations (ICRIER)

Dr Aditya KS - Research Scientist, ICAR-National
Institute for Agricultural Economics and Policy
Research

Aniruddha Brahmachari - Director Programs,
Digital Green India

Dr KM Jayahari - India Country Coordinator, Food
and Land Use Coalition (FOLU) India

Dr Kaushik Bora — Agricultural Economist, Borlaug
Institute for South Asia (BISA) at the International
Maize and Wheat Improvement Centre (CIMMYT)
Filip Tetaert — Head — Soil and Agriculture, Value
Network Ventures (VNV)

Marc James de Sousa-Shields — Country Director
— India Multi-Country Office and Head of the South
Asia Hub, International Fund for Agricultural
Development

11:45 AM-1:00 PM

Co-Creating Pathways to Zero Open Waste
Burning for Cleaner Air

This session will identify practical solutions and build
collective understanding and consensus on pathways to

JUNIPER




WRI INDIA |

eliminate open waste burning. It will also introduce a
cohort of partners to sustain this engagement, develop
solutions and accelerate wider adoption across cities.

SPEAKERS

e Bharati Chaturvedi - Founder and Director,
Chintan

e  Kritika Choudhary - Associate Director, APAG

e Chinmayi Naik - Executive Director, Hasiru Dala

e  Shrigopal Jagtap — Managing Director, Shrishti
Waste Management Services

e Natasha Chandy - Associate Director, Air Quality,
Asar Social Impact Advisors

e  Prof. Vivek Kumar - Professor, CRDT, IIT Delhi

e Paramita Datta Dey - Program Lead, SBM, NIUA

e Swati Sambyal - Principal Expert, Pollution, GRID-
Arendal

e Dr Rakesh Kumar - President, Society of Indoor
Environment (SIE)

e Aarti Sachdeva - Lead, Knowledge Development,
Saahas

e Sumit Sharma - Deputy Head and Program Officer,
UNEP

12:.00PM-1:15PM  Pathways for Embedding Climate Resilience
in Local Planning

This session explores how city climate action plans can
be translated into actionable local-area interventions,
and how statutory local area planning instruments can
embed climate resilience as a core consideration. It
brings together resea.r(?hers and practitioners to surface JACARANDA
challenges, opportunities and pathways for

mainstreaming climate action in decentralised municipal

governance.
SPEAKERS
e  Dr Anjali Karol Mohan - INDE (Integrated Design)

e Aravind Unni - Urban Practitioner and Policy
Researcher
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e  Dr Depinder Kapur - NIUA
Prof Neelanjan Sircar — School of Arts and
Sciences, Ahmedabad University

e Rishika Mody - International Innovation Corps
Dr Sanjukkta Bhaduri — Centre of Excellence in
Urban Planning and Design, SPA Delhi

e Sarika Chakravarty - C40 Cities

e  Prof Saswat Bandyopadhyay — CEPT University

e Sathyanarayanan Shankaran — CEO, Rainmatter
Foundation\Dr Sheuli Mitra — SPA Bhopal

1:00 PM -2:00 PM LUNCH

2:00 PM-3:30 PM Transforming Agriculture through the Energy
Nexus: Energy Solutions for Farmer Incomes
and Resilience (by invite only)

This session will explore how energy can enable
agricultural transformation by improving productivity,
farmer incomes, resource efficiency and climate
resilience. It will examine opportunities across irrigation,
agrivoltaics, mechanisation, processing and cold chains,
while addressing trade-offs around land, water and
livelihoods, and identifying the policies, financing,
partnerships and safeguards needed to ensure the nexus
works for farmers.

SPEAKERS JACARANDA

e  Shilp Verma - Senior Researcher and Deputy
Country Representative, International Water
Management Institute

o Dr Siddhita Yadav - Associate Fellow, Electricity
and Renewables, The Energy and Resources
Institute (TERI)

e Varun Raheja - Founder, Raheja Solar

e DrRini Dutta - Chief Growth Officer, Villgro
Innovations Foundation

e Sanchi Madan - /mpact and Partnerships Manager,
Cold Easy

e Ramanshu Ganguly - Partner and Lead, Adaptation
and Resilience, Energiva Ventures
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e Rajat Sindhu - Programmes Officer, India and SEA
Global Climate Initiatives, Oak Foundation

e Ranjit Jadhav - Advisor, Deutsche Gesellschaft fiir
Internationale Zusammenarbeit (GIZ) GmbH

e Meekha Hannah Paul - Director of Natural
Resource Management and Agroecology, Deutsche
Gesellschaft fiir Internationale Zusammenarbeit
(Glz) GmbH

e Arundhita Bhanjdeo — Research Lead, WRI India

e  Saurabh Prakash Sinha - Program Lead, South
India, IDH India

e  Priyaranjan Sinha - Transform Rural India (TRI)

e Jarnail Singh - India Country Advisor, Waverley
Street Foundation

o Meenakshi Singh — Manager, Access to Energy,
Schneider Electric India

e Srihari Chity — Integrator (Resource Mobilization,
Communications & Partnerships), PRADAN

2:00PM-3:15PM Investing in Resilience: Unlocking Private
Sector Finance for Climate Adaptation

With adaptation finance falling far short of growing
climate resilience needs, this roundtable explores how
the private sector can help bridge the gap through
investment, innovation and partnerships. It examines
adaptation opportunities across CSR, ESG and business
strategies, highlighting viable models that generate
resilience, livelihoods, economic value and impact.

SPEAKERS JUNIPER

o Neha Kumar - Climate Bonds Initiative

e Rajashri Sai —Impactree

e Gaurav Mehta - Founder and CEO, Dharmalife

e Rajeev Gopal - Former Senior Country Officer, IFC,
World Bank Group

e Aditya Bahadur - Red Cross Red Crescent Climate
Centre

e  Mukund Prasad - Partner, Business Consulting,
Intellecap
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Valerie Pinto — Managing Director, India and Executive
Director, Corporate Asia, APCO

4:00 PM-5:30 PM

Local Action, Global Impact: Scaling
Subnational Climate Action for Resilient
Growth (by invite only)

Subnational governments play a critical role in translating
India's climate ambition into development priorities, but
gaps remain between climate plans and investment-
ready opportunities. This session will explore how
evidence, tools, policy frameworks and institutional
capacity can help bridge this "missing middle",
strengthen subnational climate action and unlock
development finance for resilient growth.

o Rajneesh Sharma - Partner, Deloitte Touche
Tohmatsu India LLP

e Sai Siddharth Janapareddy — Programme
Manager, SED Fund

e Jasprit Kaur — Senior Program Manager, Nand
and Jeet Khemka Foundation

e Namita Vikas - Founder and Managing Director,
auctuseSG

e Anshuman Swain - Principal, The Lantau Group

e DrDivya Sharma - Executive Director, Climate

Group

e Mahesh Patankar — Managing Director, MP
Ensystems

e Rajat Sindhu - Lead for India and SEA, Oak
Foundation

o Kanika Bansal - Senior Manager, Jameel x C40
Urban Planning Climate Lab

e Siddharth Lahri - Strategy Lead, Rainmatter
Foundation

e Samar Verma - Lead, SuCRIT Secretariat

e Anushka Garg - Associate, SUCRIT Secretariat

e Sai Siddhartha N. - Manager, SuCRIT
Secretariat

e Venkat Jayagopi— Senior Portfolio Manager,
Energiva Ventures

JACARANDA
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Shilpi Samantray - Senior Portfolio Manager,
Sub-National Climate Action, Energiva Ventures
Ujjawal K. — Partner and Lead, Sub-National
Climate Action, Energiva Ventures

Pushkal Shivam - Project Director, AVPN Asia
Monali Zeya - Director, Climate, CIFF

Mridula Pandey - Senior Manager, Climate,
CIFF

Aravindan Srinivasan — Executive Director,
AVPN

Emani Kumar - Executive Director, ICLEI South
Asia

Santosh Singh — Partner and Managing Director,
Climate and Agri Solutions, Intellecap

Neha Kumar - Head, South Asia, Climate Bonds
Initiative

Mani Bhushan Kumar Jha - Fellow, Yuganter
Ghansham Thakkar — Founder and Director,
Energy Optima Consultant Pvt. Ltd

Avimuktesh Bhardwaj — Chief Operating
Officer, Back to Village




